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pandemic life

TWO WEEKS AGO, WE PUBLISHED OUR 500TH PRINT EDITION OF QNEWS MAGAZINE. WE PUBLISH OUR 501ST MAGAZINE IN A 
MUCH-CHANGED WORLD. AND OBVIOUSLY, WE NEED TO ADAPT TO THOSE CHANGES. SO, UNTIL IT IS AGAIN SAFE TO PRINT AND 

DISTRIBUTE THE MAGAZINE, IT NOW COMES TO YOU AS AN EMAILED PDF.

Words: Destiny Rogers

FROM THE TEAM

QNews.com.au and QNews Magazine publisher Richard 
Bakker said that whatever challenges the COVID-19 
pandemic presents, LGBTIQ media need to do everything 
possible to keep their communities informed.

WHY CONTINUE THE MAGAZINE?

While QNews.com.au remains the highest traffic ranking 
of any LGBTIQ website in Australia, we know many of our 
readers like their news bundled in a magazine format. As 
magazine readership, in general, plummeted in recent 
years, our readership increased.
Therefore, we are determined to continue providing access 
to both platforms.

COVID-19

For most of us, no previous world event ever wreaked such 
devastation on our lives. World War Two is probably the last 
event to have a similar impact.
However, unlike the madness of world war, on this occasion, 
most governments are working in cooperation towards the 
same goal. They won't be perfect. They won't get everything 
right. But we have the advantage of the enormous growth of 
scientific knowledge since the last world pandemic. 

The world's leading medical experts seem to have laid out a 
path which will get us through this. There is light at the end 
of the tunnel. The road ahead remains challenging. We will 
be tested and people will die. But most will survive.
Those of us who lived through the early years of the AIDS 
crisis before testing and treatments remember well the 
terrible insecurity of those years. Do I have it? Will I get it? 
Will they find a cure?
The approach we took to HIV/AIDS seems pertinent to 
COVID-19.
Firstly, look after our personal health and wellbeing and 
that of our loved ones and our communities.
That means taking the precautions recommended by 
medical professionals.
It also means looking after our mental health in the most 
trying circumstances. Social isolation can be devastating. 
So reach out to your community. Talk to people, even 
strangers, on social media, and be kind, not only to others 
but to yourself.
Here at QNews we are exploring new innovations to keep 
our communities in touch. It’s going to be a wild ride. We 
hope you’ll join us.
In the long run of human history, LGBTIQ people survived 
plagues, world wars, persecution and more. We will survive 
this.

FIND US,
DIGITALLY.
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER TO 
RECEIVE OUR FABULOUS MAGAZINE 
DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX.
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health

DID YOU KNOW THAT THE GREAT PLAGUE OF THE EARLY 1600S IN ENGLAND WIPED OUT ONE-QUARTER OF THE 
POPULATION OF LONDON? THAT WAS 100,000 PEOPLE BACK THEN. THEY DIDN’T HAVE SOCIAL MEDIA TO WARN THEM 
OF ITS COMING, JUST THE TOWN CRIER AND EARLY NEWSPAPERS. THIS WAS A DIFFERENT KIND OF PLAGUE TO WHAT 
WE ARE FACING NOW. IT WAS SPREAD BY BACTERIA LIVING ON FLEAS LIVING ON RATS LIVING ON SHIPS. IT MADE A 
RELENTLESS VOYAGE ACROSS THE GLOBE, STARTING IN THE 14TH CENTURY AND RETURNING IN REPEATEDLY OVER THE 
NEXT 250 YEARS.

Words: Fiona Bisshop

KEEPING UP 
WITH COVID-19

The viral pandemic we are now facing with COVID-19 
has come upon us much more quickly, and thanks to 
our connectedness via the internet we are able to better 
prepare. Even so, it will take a toll.

The SARS–COV2 virus is a new virus to emerge, and so we 
don’t fully understand it yet. Our knowledge grows daily, so 
what I write today may be obsolete next week.

We are bombarded with messages telling us what to do, 
what to be afraid of, and how to manage in these unusual 
times.

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS?

The classic symptoms are cough and fever with difficulty 
breathing. Some people get a sore throat and mild gastro 
symptoms, and here’s the tricky bit – some people get 
no symptoms at all but are still able to pass it on. This is 
especially the case with children.

I’M YOUNG AND HEALTHY, SO IF I GET IT I’LL BE 
FINE, RIGHT?

Bad news, young people can get quite serious illness too 
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– many people under 45 end up in 
intensive care, in a critical condition, 
and many in this age group have died.

But even if you don’t get very sick, 
you can still pass it on to everyone 
around you, including your parents 
and colleagues. Taking the “I’ll be 
right, mate” attitude is selfish. You 
don’t want to be that person!

PERSONAL DISTANCING

Initially called social distancing, this 
refers to the concept of staying some 
distance away from other people, 
preferably at least 1.5 metres. This 
advice is because if someone has 
the virus, and they cough or breathe 
on you, you could become infected. 
There does not seem to be any risk 
from air-conditioning, and the virus 
does not survive for long in the air.

SURFACES

This virus can survive for a number 
of days on different surfaces, so it’s 
possible to pick it up by touching 
door handles, supermarket trolleys, 
elevator buttons, ATMs, taps, toilets 
etc. Soap and water destroy the virus 
easily, which washing your hands 
frequently remains your best defence. 
Alcohol-based hand sanitizer is the 
next best thing when out and about. 
If you can’t wash your hands, don’t 
touch your face. Imagine the virus is 
glitter, and think about how that gets 
into everything….

CAN I GO OUT?

Going into public spaces puts you at 

risk, mainly because you could end 
up quite close to others. This is the 
reason that pubs, clubs, bars and 
restaurants have all been closed. How 
long this goes on for is impossible to 
predict, but for now you can expect 
everything is going to stay closed for 
at least a month, probably longer.

Don’t have dinner parties or go to visit 
friends – all close contact with others 
puts you at risk!

BEWARE SOCIAL MEDIA STORIES 
OF TREATMENTS/CURES

There have been quite a few 
suggested treatments for COVID-19. 
Unfortunately, the virus simply 
hasn’t been around long enough for 
any proper research to have been 
done, so anything being touted as a 
treatment is pure conjecture at this 
stage. A very small study on combining 
hydroxychloroquine with azithromycin 
showed some benefit, but subsequent 
larger studies have not been able to 
repeat this. A sad consequence of the 
early reporting of this was that people 
started to demand scripts for these 
meds, and now there is a shortage 
of hydroxychloroquine for people 
with chronic illness who rely on it. 
And if the president of a certain large 
western country is ‘having a feeling’ 
about a possible treatment, please 
change the channel – the chimps on 
National Geographic are likely to be 
offering more reliable advice…..

CAN I STILL HOOK UP?

Any close contact with others puts 
you at risk, so you should stop having 
casual encounters. Most saunas and 
sex clubs are closing for this reason.

SOCIAL 
MEDIA
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Masturbation is however completely 
free of risk (and cost)!

CAN PETS CARRY THE VIRUS?

It doesn’t look as though this virus can 
infect your cats, dogs and budgies. 
But if the virus gets on your dog’s fur, 
it may stay there a while. How long? 
We don’t know. Is it contagious from 
your pet? We don’t know that either.

DON’T BE A HOARDER

Panic buying of products is a 
very bad look. There is enough of 
everything, but when people panic 
buy, it suddenly reduces availability, 
and means that many people can’t 
get what they need. Think of elderly 
people who usually only buy a few 
days’ worth of groceries at a time. 
They are faced with empty shelves 
and bare cupboards. 
The same goes for prescription 
medicines. You only need to have 1 
to 2 months’ supply maximum in your 
cabinet.

WHY CAN’T WE ALL JUST GET 
TESTED?

In a perfect world, we could all just 
go and get tested then isolate the 
people who have it, right? Well that 
still wouldn’t work, since early cases 
will still be missed. And test kits are in 
short supply, so they’re only available 
to those who meet strict criteria 
(recent OS travel or contact with a 
known case, plus symptoms).

WHAT IF I HAVE HIV?

People with HIV are not at any greater 
risk than the general population if 
they have normal T cell numbers (and 
most HIV+ people do these days in 
Australia).

WHAT INCREASES MY RISK OF 
SERIOUS ILLNESS?

Smoking. Diabetes. Heart disease. 
Being elderly.

IS IT SAFE TO TAKE MY BLOOD 
PRESSURE MEDS?

Although there has been a lot of 
interest in blood pressure medications 
called ACE inhibitors and ARBs, there 

is no evidence yet to suggest that 
these meds should be changed or 
stopped – and it’s always better to 
have a discussion with your doctor 
about this, rather than listening to 
Facebook posts.

IS IBUPROFEN SAFE TO USE?

There have been some reports of 
ibuprofen leading to worse outcomes. 
However this was in people who were 
already very sick, so right now we 
are not suggesting that anyone who 
normally uses this medication should 
have to stop it.

WHEN WILL WE HAVE A VACCINE?

Good question. Vaccine development 
usually takes many months. There are 
teams all over the world working on it, 
including right here in Brisbane, but 
it’s very difficult to rush this process.

SURVIVING LOCKDOWN

Lockdown is upon us. It’s not nearly 
as much fun as they make it seem 
in zombie movies. The financial 

impact of this is likely to be terrible 
for many, especially anyone working 
in hospitality, tourism and the arts. 
Now is a time to be generous and kind 
to anyone you know who is affected. 
The other big issues people face are 
boredom, lack of social interaction, 
and no exercise. 

You can overcome these things by 
creating a schedule for yourself. Use 
online apps and videos, and staying 
connected with friends and family. 
Get up in the morning, shower and get 
dressed for the day. Even if you’re not 
going anywhere you will feel better for 
it!

This pandemic has steered us into 
strange times, and it will take some 
time for people to adjust, but we can 
survive this as a community. Look 
after yourself and your loved ones, 
and reach out if you need help.

Remember, reach out to community 
members who mat be isolated, and 
above all, WASH YOUR HANDS.

Hugs from the doc xxx

LOCKDOWN
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Brisbane's LGBTIQ venues have had 
to close their doors for the first time 
in decades due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Read more at QNews.com.au

Drag queens hit hard by COVID-19 
shutdowns
Our drag stars are struggling as 
shutdowns across the country 
decimated their industry overnight. 
Hear their stories at QNews.com.au

COVID-19 SHUTS
OUR VENUES FOR
FIRST TIME

'No casual sex' during pandemic

Stay up to date with the latest health advice from LGBTIQ health 
experts during the pandemic at QNews.com.au

Eurovision rises like a phoenix... 
sort of
Fans were devastated by the 
cancellation of the 2020 Eurovision 
Song Contest, but fans may be able 
to celebrate this year anyway. Find out 
more at QNews.com.au

What to watch during self-isolation
We've got dozens of suggestions of 
movies and TV to binge on to help you 
beat the self-isolation blues over the 
next few months. Find them at QNews.
com.au

Last-minute lesbian wedding as city 
shuts down

A lesbian couple took social distancing 
to a new level by marrying in the street 
at the last possible moment. But travel 
bans have had devastating impacts on 
others. Read more at QNews.com.au

Jordan Hirst is a Journalist and News Editor for qnews.com.au. 
To read more from Jordan visit qnews.com.au and to get in touch, email jordan@qnews.com.au QN
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online

FOR FIVE YEARS, THE WENDYBIRD COLLECTIVE HAVE BROUGHT LGBTIQ COMMUNITY MEMBERS TOGETHER WITH MONTHLY 
MEETUPS AND ACTIVITIES IN NEW FARM AND WEST END.

Words:  Jordan Hirst

WENDYBIRD MOVE 
ONLINE

Now, with the ongoing coronavirus situation forcing us to 
remain at home, Wendybird are moving online to beat the 
self-isolation blues.

"We want to send our love and positive light to anyone who 
needs it right now," the group said.
"Whether you’re working on the frontline, at home in 
isolation or simply feeling the full force of uncertainty, 
change and unease in the air due to COVID-19.
"At Wendybird, our mission to improve the mental health 
and wellbeing of the queer communities through connection 
and belonging, hasn’t changed.
"We’re still here and absolutely dedicated to continuing to 
provide safer spaces for us to gather in."
The group said while the response to COVID-19 was evolving 
fast, meeting in person was deemed too risky.
"We’re hitting the interwebs baby! That’s right Wendybirders, 
we’re going online!" they announced.
"We gave this a lot of consideration and the Wendybird 

Collective believes an in-person event will potentially 
expose many of our queer family to COVID-19.
"So, instead of our usual in-person event, we’ve developed 
a whole schedule of online events and activities jam packed 
with queer goodies to keep us connected."
Wendybird plans three online events over three weeks
The group has announced three online hangouts over the 
next three weeks on video meeting platform Zoom.
This Saturday (March 28), the group will hold an arts and 
crafts event. Then in April, Wendybird is planning an online 
picnic and pet parade and a fun and friendly online trivia 
game.
The group are also starting online pen pal club to connect 
community members in self-isolation. And for artists, the 
group is also offering to share artworks on the Wendybird 
social media channels.

To find out more about the events and a tutorial on joining 
the Zoom platform, visit the Wendybird website here.

http://www.wendybird.com.au/stayingconnected.html
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support

QC, FORMERLY THE QUEENSLAND AIDS COUNCIL, ANNOUNCED 
TWO INITIATIVES THIS WEEK TO ASSIST OUR COMMUNITIES TO 
WEATHER THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

COMMUNITY
PANTRY &
GET A CALL

Rebecca Johnson, president of Brisbane Pride, threw that 
organisation’s support behind the QC initiative. 

“We know that many members of our communities are 
isolated, vulnerable, living below the income line or without 
the capacity to get what they need as more able folks get 
in ahead of them.  So we thought we would help out as we 
can.

“QC tomorrow will be launching a 'Community Pantry' and 
'Get A Call from Us' service for vulnerable and isolated 
members of the community.

“Folks in Brisbane and Cairns can book a time slot (1 in 
1 out) to come and grab some basic supplies from the 
Community Pantry for free.

“Folks who are isolated and maybe without practical 
support can request a call.

“We would like to ask those of you who are able to consider 
also donating to support this work - we're all going to need 
a hand over the coming months.”

You can help stock the Pantry!

Please use 'pay anyone' or 'bpay' on your bank details.
Donation details:

Name   Queensland AIDS Council
BSB       014 274
A/C #    3689 63833
Ref: Pantry
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history

IN 2019, QNEWS EMBARKED ON COMPILING A COMPREHENSIVE TIMELINE OF AUSTRALIA’S LGBTIQ HISTORY. PREVIOUSLY WE 
PUBLISHED A TIMELINE OF THE YEARS 1727 – 1901. NOW, WE MOVE IN TO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. AS THIS IS AN ONGOING 
PROJECT, NEITHER OF THE TIMELINES CAN EVER BE CONSIDERED COMPLETE. FUTURE RESEARCH WILL SEE NEW ENTRIES 
ADDED.

Words: Destiny Rogers

AUSTRALIAN LGBTIQ 
HISTORY TIMELINE
OF THE 20TH CENTURY

The Australian LGBTIQ history timeline of the twentieth 
century begins with male homosexuality prosecuted as a 
criminal act in every jurisdiction of the newly federated 
Commonwealth. However, the last 30 years of the century 
saw every one of those laws consigned to history.

While the law only explicitly criminalised male 
homosexuality, all members of the LGBTIQ communities 
endured discrimination and indeed persecution. But, by 
the year 2000, every Australian jurisdiction made some 
progress towards affording LGBTIQ Australians equality 
before the law.

Undoubtedly, the unjust laws, the discrimination, the 
persecution and the pressure to conform visited great 
misery on many LGBTIQ people.

COMMUNITY ATTITUDE

However, some LGBTIQ Australians both avoided criminal 
prosecution and enjoyed acceptance in the general 
community despite being relatively open about their 
sexuality or identity.
Perversely, Australia even celebrated some of the very 
citizens that the law branded as perverts.

https://qnews.com.au/australian-lgbtiq-history-timeline-1727-1901/
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In 1966, with homosexuality still illegal in every part of the 
country, the openly gay Robert Helpmann received perhaps 
the country's greatest honour when named Australian of 
the Year.
Dr Bob Brown came out in the media in 1976. Yet, in 1983 
Dr Brown became a member of the same Tasmanian 
Parliament that maintained criminal penalties for 
homosexual acts. In 1996, with the law yet to change, 
Tasmanians elected Bob Brown to represent them in the 
Australian Senate.

LES GIRLS

Les Girls opened in Sydney late in 1962 and quickly became 
Australia's most popular stage show. For 30 years, Aussie 
mums and dads flocked to Kings Cross to take a walk on 
the wild side and enjoy the titillation and glamour provided 
by the cast of trans women. Carlotta, the star of the show,  
went on to become an Aussie icon, as legendary as Ned 
Kelly and better known than most prime ministers.
Our history also includes many stories of less famous 
LGBTIQ Australians who enjoyed acceptance in their 
communities despite the laws of the time.

SO WHY THE CONTRADICTION?

It seems a strange contradiction that many would accept 
and even celebrate LGBTIQ people in a country with such 
harsh prescriptions against homosexuality. For much of 
the century, the law stipulated imprisonment for up to 
twenty years for homosexual acts. In Victoria, until 1949, it 
remained a hanging offence.
During those years, Australia saw sustained efforts by the 
authorities against pornography, abortion, prostitution, 
Sunday drinking, marijuana, gambling and numerous other 
'moral' offences. Comparatively, enforcement activity 
against homosexual offences seemed sporadic in most 
jurisdictions other than Tasmania. The island state locked 
up more men per capita for private consensual sex than 
anywhere else in the world. It also inflicted the longest 
sentences for homosexual acts of any of the western 
democracies.
Even when men did find themselves in court, the judiciary 
usually handed down lighter sentences than the law 
allowed.
Despite Queensland Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen's 
relentless campaigning against his state's LGBTIQ 
communities, gay bars flourished throughout his time in 
office. Indeed, Brisbane's annual Queen's Birthday Ball, 
originally an underground event held out of town to hide 
from authorities, moved into the city and came out into the 
public eye during his tenure.

SYDNEY GAY AND LESBIAN MARDI GRAS

Likewise, in New South Wales, the Sydney Gay and Lesbian 
Mardi Gras grew from a few hundred people in its first year 
to an audience sometimes exceeding over half a million by 
the end of the century. That, despite annual entreaties from 
morals crusader Fred Nile to his god, begging the Almighty 
to rain the event out.

INSTITUTIONALISED HOMOPHOBIA

Although homophobia remained pervasive in Australian 
society throughout the twentieth century, it seems 
homosexuality remained a minor concern to the general 
public. A poll taken for the major metropolitan newspapers 
in 1973 showed only 39% of Australians believed 
homosexuality wrong or very wrong. The majority thought 
smoking, poker machines and hippies more dangerous to 
society.
The result of that 1973 poll bears a remarkable similarity 
to the vote nearly 45 years later on marriage equality. In 
1973, 39% of Aistralians thought homosexuality wrong or 
very wrong while in 2017, 38.4% voted against marriage 
equality. 
It seems that like today, homophobia and anti-LGBTIQ 
fervour in the twentieth century usually emanated from 
loud individuals on personal crusades. Some employed a 
war on homosexuality as a tool to suit their political agenda. 
Unknown demons drove others to believe it was their god-
given right to dictate how other people lived and loved.
They constantly hectored the public about the wickedness 
of any deviation from heteronormativity.
In 1953, arch-homophobe Lady Phyllis Cilento to wrote a 
newspaper article raging against increased public tolerance 
of homosexuals. While it is doubtful LGBTIQ Aussies of the 
time celebrated 1953 as a particularly tolerant year, Phyllis 
saw any lessening of the strictures against homosexuality 
as endangering the very foundation of Western civilisation. 
As a white supremacist, Cilento thought homosexuals 
especially evil because non-procreative sex failed to 
produce additional British babies to keep the coloured 
hordes at bay. 

AUSTRALIAN LGBTIQ HISTORY TIMELINE

1924 NSW LAW REFORM
In 1924, New South Wales reduced the penalty for buggery 
from life imprisonment to 14 years.

Image: Protest against police violence and arrests.
78ers and Friends/Facebook

https://qnews.com.au/carlotta-awarded-am-in-honours-list-entertainment-and-lgbtiq-community/
https://qnews.com.au/editorial-58th-queens-birthday-ball-brisbane-slayed/
https://qnews.com.au/40-years-later-looking-back-at-the-protests-that-began-sydney-mardi-gras/
https://qnews.com.au/40-years-later-looking-back-at-the-protests-that-began-sydney-mardi-gras/
https://qnews.com.au/lady-cilento-homophobic-racist/
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1931 THE KAMP KULT

Sydney's Arrow newspaper reported on the coronation of a 
Queen of the  'Kamp Kult'.
"Organised Male Depravity in Sydney —PERVERSION 
BECOMING RAMPANT — Sodom and Gomorrah Revels Shock 
Community.”

1932 BRISBANE'S SAME-SEX WEDDINGS 

The Arrow strikes again! In 1932, the Sydney paper reported 
once more on the ceremonies of the 'Kamp Kult', this time in 
Brisbane. The paper claimed that Brisbane hosted not one, 
but two same-sex weddings in the previous fortnight.
"Ghastly horrifying spectacles of painted men and primping 
lads united in a sacrilegious blasphemy that they call the 
‘bonds of matrimony’."

1949 VICTORIA FINALLY ABOLISHED THE DEATH 
PENALTY FOR BUGGERY

In 1949, Victoria finally abolished the death penalty for all 
crimes but murder and treason. It was, therefore, the last 
Australian jurisdiction to remove capital punishment as the 
penalty for sodomy. Britain abolished the death penalty for 
buggery in 1861, and most Australian colonies then followed 
suit in the years preceding federation.

1951 NSW CRIMES ACT AMENDED

New South Wales amended its Crimes Act so that buggery 
remained a criminal act even with both parties consenting.

1962 QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY BALL BRISBANE

In June 1962, a group of LGBTIQ friends and allies rented 
holiday homes on Mount Tamborine in order to party away 
from the prying eyes of the Queensland police in inner-
city Brisbane. The event went from strength to strength 
eventually becoming the longest-running continuous LGBTIQ 
event in the world.

1966: GAY MAN NAMED AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR

A committee headed by Victorian Premier Sir Henry 
Bolte named openly gay and outrageously camp Robert 
Helpmann as Australian of the Year. Two years afterwards, 
the government awarded him a knighthood. Sir Robert 
Helpmann was a ballet dancer, choreographer, director and 
movie actor.
The Canberra Times quoted the chairman of the Australia 
Day Council, Sir Norman Martin, on Bobby Helpmann's 
merits.
"Mr Helpmann, by his worldwide success and association 
with the Australian Ballet overseas, won renown for himself 
and honour for the land of his birth."
Bolte was one of the fabled ultra-conservative premiers that 
figure so frequently in Australian political history.

1969 FIRST AUSSIE LGBTIQ ORGANISATION

Australia's first-ever LGBTIQ organisation formed by Marion 

Paull and Claudia Pearce — a Melbourne branch of the 
Daughters of Bilitis.
The ACT Homosexual Law Reform Society formed in 
Canberra.

1970

Campaign Against Moral Persecution (CAMP) formed in 
Sydney with state branches opening up around Australian 
the following year.

1971

Society Five gay rights organisation founded in Melbourne.
First gay rights protest outside Liberal Party headquarters 
in Sydney.

1972

South Australia's The Advertiser published an editorial 
supporting homosexual law reform. Later that year, the 
Dunstan Labor government introduced limited reform 
allowing a 'consenting adults in private' defence against 
charges of buggery.

1973

The Australian Medical Association removed homosexuality 
from its list of illnesses and disorders. During 1973 Gay 
Pride Week, Sydney Gay Liberationists 'zapped' institutions 
which oppressed gays. Richard Jessop offers passers-by 
sliced brains outside the surgery of Dr Bailey who advertised 
a 'cure' for homosexuality.  Years later, investigations into 
'Deep Sleep Therapy' and Bailey's other methods linked the 
treatments with 85 deaths. The 'doctor' committed suicide 
while under investigation. 
New South Wales police "unleashed a violent offensive" 
against a gay rights demonstration at the end of Gay Pride 
Week. The police made 14 arrests, most for 'unseemly 
words' and some for resisting arrest.

October: Federal vote to decriminalise homosexuality 
Former Liberal PM John Gorton moved in federal parliament 
that ‘homosexual acts between consenting adults in private 
should not be subject to the criminal law’. The motion was 
seconded by Whitlam Labor government minister Moss Cass 
and passed 64 votes to 40.

1975

South Australia becomes the first Australian state to legalise 
same-sex male sex acts.

1976 LAW REFORM IN THE ACT AND BOB BROWN 
COMES OUT

Homosexual law reform in the Australian Capital Territory.
Dr Bob Brown, a well-known Tasmanian doctor and 
conservationist came out on the ABC's This Day Tonight.
"I have enough security of mind to be unconcerned about the 
consequences of lending open support to the homosexual 
law reform movement."

https://qnews.com.au/sydneys-kamp-kult-depression-era-fabulousness/
https://qnews.com.au/revealed-brisbanes-secret-history-of-same-sex-weddings-in-the-1930s/
https://qnews.com.au/australian-lgbtiq-legends-sir-robert-helpmann/
https://qnews.com.au/australian-lgbtiq-legends-sir-robert-helpmann/
https://qnews.com.au/federal-parliament-1973-baby-steps-on-australian-gay-law-reform/
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1978

On 24th June, 500 people march through Sydney to 
commemorate ‘international homosexual solidarity day’. 
Later that night police attacked a street party and arrested 
53 of the participants. The annual celebration of that event 
evolved into the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras.

1980

Victoria removed homosexual offences from criminal law.
In NSW,  Lex Watson and Craig Johnston, two prominent gay 
activists, established the Gay Rights Lobby.

1982 THE AIDS CRISIS

The Wran Government in New South Wales made it unlawful 
to discriminate against a person on the ground of their 
homosexuality in employment, education, provision of goods 
and services, accommodation and registered clubs. In a 
much-noted incongruity, homosexuality remained illegal.
In October, Australia recorded its first case of HIV/AIDS in 
Sydney.

1983

The first recorded Australian death from HIV/AIDS occurred 
in Melbourne in July.
AIDS Councils formed in South Australia, Victoria and 
Western Australia.
Max Pearce became the first openly gay person elected to 
local government in New South Wales. Max was elected as 
an Independent to the Woollahra Municipal Council.
Northern Territory passed limited gay law reform.

1984

The Crimes Act in New South Wales was amended to 
decriminalise sexual conduct between consenting adult 
males.

The Bobby Goldsmith Foundation formed. Members named 
it in honour of one of Australia's early victims of the disease.  
An athlete and active gay community member, Bobby won 
17 medals in swimming at the first Gay Olympics in San 
Francisco in 1982.

1985

The Queensland Government amended the Liquor Act to 
make it an offence for a publican to serve liquor to, or to 
allow to remain on licensed premises, "perverts, deviants, 
child molesters and drug users."

AIDS Councils formed in New South Wales, Queensland, 
Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory.

1987

The AIDS Trust of Australia formed.
The controversial Grim Reaper advertisements launched to 
raise public awareness of AIDS. 

1988

The Hobart City Council ordered mass arrests of Tasmanian 
Gay Law Reform Group activists at Hobart's Salamanca 
Markets. Some protestors were arrested for simply wearing 
badges or shirts in support of decriminalisation.

1989

Western Australia introduced limited gay law reform.

1990

Queensland's Goss Labor Government decriminalised 
homosexuality.

1992

Despite the objections of his Defence Minister and Defence 
Chiefs, Paul Keating lifted restrictions on gays in the military.

1994

The Federal Government passed the Human Rights (Sexual 
Conduct) Act.

"Sexual conduct involving only consenting adults acting 
in private is not to be subject, by or under any law of the 
Commonwealth, a State or a Territory, to any arbitrary 
interference with privacy within the meaning of Article 17 
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights."

1997

The Federal government finally forced the repeal of 
Tasmania’s anti-gay laws.

1999

Senator Brian Greig became the first federal parliamentarian 
to come out in his maiden speech.

"I stand here today on this first day of spring and on the dawn 
of a new century as a representative of the last generation of 
gay and lesbian people who will tolerate the injustices of the 
past being carried into the future."

Image: Bobby Goldsmith Foundation/Facebook

https://qnews.com.au/university-of-tasmania-awards-rodney-croome-honorary-doctorate/
https://qnews.com.au/university-of-tasmania-awards-rodney-croome-honorary-doctorate/
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ONCE UPON A TIME ON AN ISLAND NOT FAR AWAY, TWO HANDSOME PRINCES, CRAIG AND RODNEY BOUGHT THEIR 
DREAM HOME ON THE ROAD TO BEN LOMOND IN NORTHERN TASMANIA.

A BLESSINGTON 
FAIRY TALE 

The princes toiled night and day clearing rocks, planting 
hundreds trees and making walking tracks through the 
their bush block.

They then turned their attention to the house. The princes 
created an entrance hall fit for a queen with a circular 
staircase leading to the main living area upstairs.
Planning to eventually open a B&B, they added a fifth 
bedroom downstairs with its own bathroom and a separate 
lounge.
The princes named their renovated love nest StoneCroft 
and settled into life with their fabulous Bearded Collies.
Life was good. They enjoyed the changes of the seasons 
and the annual returning of the swallows. Majestic Wedge-
tailed eagles soared the thermals and raised their young 
and StoneCroft played host to kookaburras, wild deer, 
wallabies, possums, Tassie devils, wombats, echidnas and 
many other creatures large and small.  
With Ben Lomond National Park about 10km up the 

road, the princes enjoyed skiing in winter and year round 
bushwalking and mountain biking. Sundays they visited 
the markets in the nearby historic village of Evandale. They 
bought local fresh produce and browsed the craft and bric-
a-brac stalls. 
They installed a huge flag pole at StoneCroft and flew the 
rainbow flag on the crest of their hill.
However, in recent years, Craig became unwell.  Sadly, he 
died suddenly last May and the house and land is too much 
for one person to manage alone.
Therefore Rodney needs to offer his formerly happy home 
to another couple.
He hopes another couple will find the same happiness at 
StoneCroft he and Craig had there. 
Maybe you could continue this story, add your tales and live 
happily ever after in your own patch of paradise.

Visit: www.realestate.com.au/property-house-tas-
blessington-131919598 for further details.

real estate

Ready to go B&B? Northern Tasmania
Flying the rainbow flag on the road to Ben Lomond National Park is ‘Stonecroft’, a 5-bed, 
3-bath home with dual living spaces. Historic Evandale is a 15 minute drive and Launceston/
Airport is 20 minutes. The setting is 107ha of native bushland with wildlife, walking tracks, 
dams and extensive grounds.

Visit realestate.com.au/property-house-tas-blessington-131919598 for further information and contact 
details.
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true crime

TIGER KING: MURDER, MAYHEM AND MADNESS BRINGS TO THE SMALL SCREEN AN UNBELIEVABLE CAST OF REAL-LIFE 
CHARACTERS. THE NETFLIX DOCU-SERIES HIGHLIGHTS AMERICANS WHO CONDUCT 'BIG CAT RESCUE' OPERATIONS. 
THEY THEN HOUSE THE ‘RESCUED’ LIONS, TIGERS AND OTHER BIG CATS IN FOR-PROFIT ROADSIDE ZOOS. THE SERIES 
STAR IS UNDOUBTEDLY JOE EXOTIC, A GAY MULLETED COWBOY, CONMAN AND SERIAL FANTASIST.

Words: Destiny Rogers
Images: Joseph A Maldonado-Passage (Joe Exotic)/Facebook and Netflix

TIGER KING

Spoiler Alert: article divulges facts from later episodes of 
Tiger King

Watching the early episodes of Tiger King, it’s easy to 
become an admirer of Joe Exotic. He is undoubtedly 
charismatic. People drawn into his orbit become devoted 
to him. The narrative is clear — a heroic figure obsessed by 
a worthy cause and targeted for persecution by bitter and 
unrelenting haters. 
But there’s much more to Joe Exotic.
From January this year, circumstances meant Joe became 
unavailable to promote the show other than via email or 
over the phone. At that time, a judge sentenced him to 22 
years in prison for wildlife violations and hiring a hitman.
He grew up as Joseph Screibvogel on a family farm in 
Kansas. As an adult, he worked as a small-town police chief 
and as a bouncer in a gay bar. But it was while working in a 

pet store that he developed his interest in big cats.
Joe is a convincing and entertaining storyteller.
Stories he relates from those years include a memorable 
incident where he stood up to school bullies, a suicide 
attempt, the writing off of a vehicle and a broken back. 
Remarkably though, none of those happenings managed 
to make a mark on any record anywhere — not in school, 
hospital, police or media files. Nor do other people in his 
life recall any of those incidents.
After his brother died in a car accident (that actually 
did happen), he used money his parents received in a 
settlement for the accident to purchase a horse ranch 
in Oklahoma. Joe turned the ranch into a big cat zoo — a 
'sanctuary' — filled with animals from the 'big cat rescue' 
he founded.
He fed the lions, tigers and other big cats on donated horses 
which he shot and fed whole to his carnivore menagerie.
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MULTIPLE HUSBANDS

Along the way, Joe enjoyed the company of multiple 
husbands. He first married 19-year-old Brian Rhyne who he 
met while working as a bouncer at the Round-Up Saloon. 
Brian died of complications from HIV not long after Joe set 
up the zoo.
A few months after Brian's death, Joe started dating a man 
named JC Hartpence. They married, though unofficially 
with same-sex marriage not yet then recognised. The 
relationship proved volatile and eventually ended. JC 
afterwards committed a murder for which he is still in 
prison.
However, even before JC left, Joe took up with John Finlay, 
a 19-year-old worker at his zoo. Joe famously paid for a 
tattoo just above John's sexual assets branding them as 
'PRIVATELY OWNED BY JOE EXOTIC'. Joe likes to rattle off a 
list of his own tattoos and piercings, and insists the barbell 
on his dick piercing is the size of a Master padlock. He 
has fake bullet holes tattooed on his chest complete with 
dripping blood, apparently inspired by the martyrdom our 
hero constantly suffers at the hands of his persecutors. 
The relationship with John Finlay also turned violent. 
Rather than end it, Joe decided the couple should become 
a throuple. Another of his young employees, Travis 
Maldonado, joined them in a threesome and they then all 
went through an unofficial wedding ceremony.

Both John and Travis insisted to everyone but Joe they were 
actually straight. According to other zoo employees, both 
were also having sex with female employees behind Joe's 
back. One girl eventually fell pregnant to John and he left 
to marry her.
When same-sex marriage became legal in the US, Joe went 
through a second marriage ceremony with Travis, this time 
just the pair of them. However, the marriage ended when 
Travis, perhaps high on meth, shot himself dead while 
messing around with a gun in the zoo's souvenir shop. 
According to numerous former employees. Joe is also 
addicted to meth.

FINAL MARRIAGE

After Travis died, Joe assigned staff to trawl Grindr and 
Twitter in search of a new husband. He found a young man 
named Dillon Passage. Dillon was then sleeping on an 
air mattress at his cousin's place. Joe married Dillon two 
months after he buried Travis.

GREATER WYNNEWOOD EXOTIC ANIMAL PARK

During this time, Joe Exotic's animal business grew larger 
and more famous. American law allows citizens to own 
various exotic species. However, many people who think a 
lion or tiger cub makes a cute pet change their minds as 
the animal grows larger, more expensive to house and feed, 
and more dangerous. Joe 'rescued' those animals from pet 
owners happy to be rid of them. He caged the big cats and 
charged visitors admission to see them.
He fed his charges on unwanted horses donated by 
farmers and on expired steaks and hot dogs donated by 
Walmart. However, his staff sometimes pilfered expired 
food donations for their own meals, unable to afford food 
on wages far below the legal minimum. Joe himself even 
pilfered from the donated animal food, but not to feed 
himself. Authorities caught him feeding the expired steaks 
and hot dogs to customers at the restaurant he opened at 
the zoo.
Joe also began exhibiting tiger cubs in shopping centres 
where he charged people to pet them, and more if they 
wanted a photograph. He then went on the road as a double 
act with a magician using the animals in stage illusions. 
But, Joe being Joe, he stole the magician's tricks and made 
the act a solo turn. He sent a business partner to Las Vegas 
with tiger cubs which he smuggled into casinos, charging 
the wealthy $2,000 to pet the cubs in their luxury suites.
For his growing business, Joe needed more and more 
baby animals. However, the animals people donated 
were generally too large and dangerous for petting so he 
undertook a massive breeding program. He boasted he 
bred more tigers than anyone else in the word - the Tiger 
King.
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THE TIGER KING'S NEMESIS

Joe Exotic made many enemies on 
his rise to Tiger King but his greatest 
nemesis proved to be a woman called 
Carole Baskin. Carole is not, to put it 
mildly, a likeable woman.
A teen runaway who ended up 
marrying a miserly millionaire, Carole 
also founded a 'big cat rescue' and 
wildlife sanctuary. However, she 
argued with her husband because 
he preferred to breed and sell the 
cats, while she wanted to stop 
the breeding. After he took out a 
restraining order on her and told the 
police she threatened to shoot him, 
Carole's husband disappeared under 
mysterious circumstances. Despite 
an extensive police investigation, he 
was never found. His daughter from 
a previous marriage accused Carole 
of killing him and feeding him to her 
cats. Of course, the wealthy widow 
denies that.
With her next husband, Carole 
expanded her operation and began 
to advocate against competing 
sanctuaries that offered cub-petting. 
Her new husband proved very adept at 
fund-raising, while Carole discovered 
a talent for rounding up online 
followers. Soon, their advocacy began 
to eat into the revenue of operators 
like Joe, with shopping centres loathe 
to endure the online attacks Carole 
directed against them for allowing 
operators like Joe on their premises. 
Joe and Carole found themselves at 
war.
By now, Joe had embarked on a new 
phase of his entertainment career 
- country music. On his YouTube 
channel, he released some rather fine 
country songs. Who would expect the 
Tiger King could write engaging lyrics 
and sing with a mellifluous country 
twang? Actually he couldn't. He paid 
others to do it but he lip-synced 
convincingly and denies to this day it's 
not his voice.

HERE KITTY KITTY

In the video for the Joe Exotic track 
'Here Kitty Kitty', a Carole lookalike 
feeds human brains to a caged 
tiger from a platter, referencing the 
accusation that she murdered her 
husband. There's nothing subtle 
about Joe Exotic. (We'll post the vids 
to QNews.com.au)

While all this was going on, Joe 
also found time to run for the US 
presidency in 2016. As a scamming, 
meth-addicted, animal-abusing, 
polygamous POS, he obviously was 
still not the worst candidate to run in 
2016. Nevertheless, he only attracted 
962 votes.
But with Carole Baskin's increasingly 
influential organisation eating into his 
profits, Joe Exotic decided to take care 
of his nemesis once and for all. His 
first attempt to hire a contract killer 
ended in dismal failure. The hitman 
took Joe's money and departed for 
endless days on bar stools in South 
Carolina.
Meanwhile, the FBI got wind of the 
contract. 

After learning of the failure of 
Joe's initial hiring, they sent in an 
undercover agent. Long story short 
— Joe decided to sell some tigers and 
pay the undercover agent $10,000 
to kill Carole Baskin. As a result, he 
is now incarcerated for the next 22 
years.
Joe continues to claim innocence 
from jail and enjoys support from 
people who still believe the gay 
mulleted cowboy, conman and serial 
fantasist is a martyred hero. That 
comes as no surprise. People need 
heroes and often that need clouds 
their judgement. The human-animal is 
inclined to irrationality. In fact, a solid 
fact will only seldom trump a firmly 
held perception.
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JOIN US THIS SATURDAY FOR DIAMOND'S DRAG QUEEN STORYTIME AT THE QNEWS FACEBOOK PAGE. IN THESE 
CHALLENGING TIMES, DIAMOND DECIDED TO TAKE DRAG QUEEN STORYTIME ONLINE.

DIAMOND'S DRAG 
QUEEN STORYTIME

Diamond wanted to give kids the opportunity to enjoy a 
party experience even in this era of social distancing.

"Social distancing needn't mean complete isolation. We 
have the internet. I am in isolation myself after returning 
from overseas but I am able to stay in touch with friends 
over the internet and on the phone. Let's take advantage of 
the technology to ensure our families retain the connection 
to their communities."
Diamond returned home after three weeks in Vietnam 
and Cambodia. Scheduled performances in Bangkok 
and Indonesia fell victim to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
With performances cancelled and countries closing their 
borders, she returned home to isolation.
"So now I'm here sitting at home in 14 days isolation 
wondering what the world has come to. My television gave 
me a window to the world outside these four walls. From 
here, I watched the Great Toilet Paper Panic 2020 and 
thought 'What are you doing Australia?'

"We make toilet paper here in Australia.
"But one can only stay entertained by people scuffling over 
toilet paper for so long so my mind turned to how I could 
pass the time.
"And I realised, before this was over, many more people 
would find themselves confined to their homes.
"Drag Queen Storytime can brighten the lives of our families 
and our communities in general, while everyone stays in the 
safety of their homes.
"I've always believed in communities and I work in and care 
passionately about mental health.
"Let's bond together during this unprecedented time.
"As a community, we need to spread LOVE not GERMS..."

Check out the Facebook event page for Diamond's Drag 
Queen Storytime.

Also check out our friends Phish and Phreak in Canberra for 
online drag storytime videos. 

events

https://www.facebook.com/QNewsMag/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2670481539902929/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2670481539902929/
https://www.facebook.com/phishandphreakprod


25

RODNEY CROOME, JUST.EQUAL

LGBTIQ people know what it's like to 
be under siege, be it from unremitting 
hate, the HIV epidemic, legally 
entrenched discrimination, or moral 
panics over trans rights and Safe 
Schools. We know what it's like to feel 
anxious and fearful when things seem 
out of control. But we have also learnt 
how to be calm, compassionate and 
resilient in the face of calamity. It's 
time for us to pass on what we have 
learnt to the rest of the community. 

It's time for LGBTIQ people to 
reassure other Australians that we'll 
get through this.

REBECCA REYNOLDS, QC

We know that our communities are 
strong and we know that over the 
coming weeks and months that all of 
us are going to struggle at different 
times. People we know may get sick, 
people we know will lose their jobs, 
bills will get harder to pay and there 
are going to be times when we have 
to stay at home for long periods of 
time. We know that we have to stop 
having casual sex. We know that life 
affirming surgeries have stopped and 
we know that many folk have been 
forced to make the decision to stay 
home in places that are homophobic 
and unsafe.
How much life can change in the 
space of a week? My desire to stay 
informed is currently at odds with my 
need to remain sane.
Our communities have grown out of 
the experiences of the past, many 
similar to the ones we are seeing now, 
and we know that by coming together 
and reaching out, that we will be 
stronger, braver and more amazing on 
the other side.
Please reach out if you are in need. 
We are coming together to support our 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Intersex, 
Queer, Sistergirl and Brotherboy 
communities in Queensland.

DR. WENDELL ROSEVEAR O.A.M., 
STONEWALL MEDICAL CENTRE

Well done to QNews on adapting so 
quickly to the threat that Corona Virus 
has caused to our community in ways 
that no one could predict or expect. 
For you to find ways for us to connect 
and support each other despite 
losing our “watering holes”, “ feeding 
stations”, “ newsprint”, chances to get 
hugs, jobs, Gyms, Travel, ceremonies, 
some loved ones and “Dance Spots” 
is remarkable and appreciated. 
My personal motto is to “… make Love 
infectious”…..just imagine it spreading 
as fast as Corona, we could have the 
world we want sooner than later.

correspondence

YOUR COMMUNITIES 
ARE HERE FOR YOU
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community

INTERNATIONAL TRANSGENDER 
DAY OF VISIBILITY

The Australian Transgender Support Association 
Queensland, founded in 1990, among their varies 
responsibilities, provides social opportunities for 
transgender people, their friends and families. 

The social distancing obligation placed on us all by 
COVID-19 caused the cancellation of their next scheduled 
monthly lunch on 28 March. Of course, the pandemic will 
also stop any public gatherings on Transgender Day of 
Visibility.
But transgender people have worked too hard on raising 
awareness, to be now made invisible by this pandemic.
Because of the many changes in our lives wrought by 
this once in a lifetime event, we all now need to adapt to 

changing circumstances and navigate new paths forward.
Therefore, in 2020, ATSAQ will celebrate International 
Transgender Day of Visibility online at QNews.com.au.
On 31 March they will share stories of amazing transgender 
men and women — of challenges they faced and challenges 
they overcame. 
And ATSAQ also want to share your stories. So email us 
even a paragraph that you’d like to share with the world 
on this special day – and a pic if you want to — and we’ll 
compile it all for the day.
Or just join us on the QNews Facebook page on 31 
March as ATSAQ celebrates 30 years of providing 
education, information, political advocacy and support for 
transgender people in Queensland.

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL TRANSGENDER DAY OF VISIBILITY OCCURRED ON 31 MARCH, 2009. THE DAY CELEBRATES 
TRANSGENDER PEOPLE AND RAISES AWARENESS OF THE DISCRIMINATION THEY FACE WORLDWIDE.

We’ll be 
back after 
COVID-19

mailto:destinyr@qnews.com.au
mailto:destinyr@qnews.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/QNewsMag/


Stop paying 
power bills!
Get a credit instead.

No out of pocket cost via finance (TAP)

Call Adrian for a tailor-made system to suit your needs. 
0428 448 330 or 1300 097 145

BEFORE AFTER

FREE 
QUOTE

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP
FOR ALL THINGS

VIDEO PRODUCTION
PHOTO & VIDEO EQUIPMENT HIRE
EVENT & BUSINESS VIDEO & STREAMING
SOCIAL MEDIA CONTENT MARKETING

&

BLACKDOGMEDIA.COM.AU

07 3036 0997

We’ll be 
back after 
COVID-19
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When local politicians talk about improving liveability, 
they’re usually talking about things like parks and traffic 
calming.

These things are obviously important, and providing and 
maintaining them is a critical part of the council’s function.
But the council can and should be thinking bigger than that. 
Liveability means much more than fixing footpaths and 
planting Jacarandas, especially in this time of uncertainty.
It means:

• ensuring that people have a safe and affordable home 
that meets their needs
• providing plentiful and economical public transport
• supporting a diverse community full of small businesses.
• reaching out to help all residents, not just the people who 
shop on James Street, or go to fundraising dinners at the 
Tatts Club.

I’ve been a resident of New Farm for over 10 years. 

In all that time I can’t recall the local councillor talking 
about any of these issues — at least outside of the election 
window.
As a member of the LGBTQI community, some of these issues 
are deeply personal to me. LGBTQI people are more likely 
to suffer poverty, insecure housing and homelessness than 
non-LGBTQI people. I have to say it’s fairly disappointing 
that the major parties seem either ignorant of, or 
uninterested in this fact. Rainbow pedestrian crossings are 
nice. However, I’d trade in a thousand symbolic photo opps 
for a commitment to more secure public housing.

DRAG QUEEN STORYTIME

Like a lot of LGBTQI people, I was also pretty upset by the 
LNP’s stance on the bigoted and discriminatory petitions 
posted on the council’s website in the wake of the Drag 
Queen Story Time controversy in January. Rather than calling 
them out as hateful trash, every LNP councillor voted to keep 
the petitions online. Frankly, any councillor who endorses 

politics
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AS WE GO TO PRESS, LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 
CONTINUE IN QUEENSLAND WITH POLLING DAY SATURDAY 28 
MARCH. LOCAL COUNCILS ARE OUR MOST ACCESSIBLE LEVEL 
OF GOVERNMENT WITH THE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES 
MORE AVAILABLE TO CONSTITUENTS THAN AT STATE OR 
FEDERAL LEVEL. TRINA MASSEY, THE GREENS CANDIDATE FOR 
CENTRAL WARD SPOKE TO US ABOUT HER PASSION FOR HER 
COMMUNITY, HER CITY, AND WHY SHE WANTS TO SEE CHANGE.

Image: Studio Gentle

TRINA 
MASSEY

hate speech against the LGBTQI community should lose their 
claim to the pink vote.
I’m as fed up as everyone with hypocrisy, platitudes, empty 
promises and tinkering at the edges. That’s why I’m running 
for Central Ward. A city must be made liveable for everyone, 
including the marginalised, the vulnerable and the invisible.
As the Greens candidate, I’ve worked with the community and 
other candidates to develop a range of initiatives to transform 
the city. One of those initiatives is A Home For All. That 
program that will add 4000 publicly owned homes to the city 
over four years in a bid to tackle our growing homelessness 
crisis. Did you know that almost a quarter of all 14 to 25-year-
old Brisbane residents experiencing accommodation issues 
and homelessness are transgender and gender diverse?
We’re also proposing free off-peak journeys on buses, ferries 
and Citycats for all residents. That will provide relief for 
hospitality and shift workers and families struggling to make 
ends meet. Providing support for those that are being hit right 
now, will be so important in the next coming months and 
years.

PRIDE

And we’re also going to take less than one per cent of the 
annual road-widening budget and use it to double funding 
for local festivals, events and cultural organisations, 
currently a pitiful $4.1 million a year. This would not only 
boost local cultural events but also make Pride more 
accessible. A more accessible Pride would strengthen and 
support our community. Right now we see this amazing 
community spirit alive and well on social media groups, 
when we can gather again it will be important to create 
avenues of connection face to face.
It's sad to see so few councillors stand up for our community 
– and that's a big part of the reason I'm standing up as a 
candidate. Running as a councillor isn't for me or about me. 
I do it to speak up for the change that we so desperately 
need and deserve.
There's a beautiful quote someone shared with me. It said, 
"Don't get depressed. Get active.” And that's what I'm 
doing.
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General Practioners
Dr Wendell Rosevear OAM
Dr Neil Simmons 
Dr Ryan Williams 
Dr Rebecca Lock 
Dr James Allen

Dr Hemming Luu
Dr Jason Kovan-Boss

Social Work/Counselling
Jane Meakin
Trevor Cohen

Sexual Health Physicians
Dr Graham Neilsen 
Dr Fabiola Martin

Clinical Nutritionist
Mel Trebilcock

52 Newmarket Road, Windsor
www.stonewall.com.au

Gay, Lesbian, Bi & 
Transgender health
General medicine

Sexual health
PrEP, PEP & HIV care
Mental health & Counselling

Support groups:
• Drug and alcohol
    (GLADS Wed 7:30pm)
• Sexual abuse

Acupuncture &
Natural medicine
NutritionPhone: 07 3857 1222

Medical Centre

business directory

We’ll be 
back after 
COVID-19
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business directory

Mint 
&homes renovations

We are your renovation 
and extension specialists!

Julian Russell - Builder
0401 885 180
info@minthomes.com.au
www.minthomes.com.au



ADULT RELAXATION

Full body therapeutic & tantric 
massage for men, young or old & 
any nationality. Relax & enjoy an 
hour of sensual masculine touch 
by fit lean & friendly masseur in 
Toowong, student & first timer 

discounts. $80

LAWRENCE 0419 442 279

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

Qualified, ex-military man offers 
massage in private, inner-north 
air-conditioned studio. Shower 

available. Remedial, firm touch, or 
more gentle and relaxing: the choice 

is yours. Available from 10am ‘til 
late weekdays; some weekends. 

From $80

GREG 0435 477 558

TRAVEL

Noosa Cove Holiday Apartments 
82 Upper Hastings Street. 

Noosa’s ONLY exclusive GAY 
accommodation. 

Prime location, Sunny north facing. 
Choice of studio or 1 or 2 bedroom 

apartments. 
Opp national park. Fully self contained. 
Pool. Rates range from $135-187p/n. 

www.noosacove.com.au

07 5449 2668

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

Full body remedial massage for 
men by experienced friendly male 
masseur, air con Browns Plains 

area by appointment only.
 

STEVE 0478 756 206

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

Asian magic hands group masseur. 
Remedial Thai & full body sensual 

massage. Free parking very 
comfortable and private studio at 

New Farm and Annerley.

www.asianmagichandmassage.com.au

0424546102

ADULT RELAXATION

Experienced Male
For men. A/c. Intimate touches.
Total Relief, Shower Available.
Couples Welcome. Northside.

Monday to Friday 7 am till 5 pm.
Weekends if working mornings only.

STUART 3865 4139

Greenhouse Therapy

Quality organic beauty 
treatments and hybrid massage 
therapy.

85 Dudley St, East, Annerley 
Junction, Brisbane 4103

0497 573 121

       @greenhousetherapybe
                       @greenhousetherapybrisbane

By Fiona

PERSONAL

Mature age man would like to 
meet someone similar around 

the Kedron area for friendship or 
possibly more. Please contact 

Robert on Mobile:  0402 455 514 
or Email:

robert.johnson964@gmail.com

COVID-19 ALERT

Please be aware some 
advertisers may not 
now be operating or 
may have rejigged 

their services to allow 
for social distancing 
and compliance with 

COVID-19 restrictions.

ADULT RELAXATION

Full body sensual massage by 
mature man. Located in Fortitude 
Valley, private surroundings. Full 
service and total relief. $60 hour. 

Call or text 0418 139 359 

We’ll be back after 
COVID-19



My name’s Steve, and I live in Kangaroo Point.

I’m not a member of the Greens, but I decided to take 
out this ad to encourage people to support Jonathan Sri 
and the Greens in the upcoming city council election.

Jonathan has been my local councillor for the past four 
years, and I’ve been really impressed by how hard-
working he is and how effective he’s been at getting 
positive outcomes for our neighbourhood.

Councillor Sri is pushing for better public transport, 
more community control over new development, 
more funding for the arts and community services, 
and democratic reforms to crack down on political 
corruption.

Wherever you live in Brisbane, I hope you’ll consider 
voting for the Greens. And if you live in the Gabba Ward, 
please vote 1 for Jonathan Sri!

Thanks, Steve

Authorised by Steven Embleton, 36 Rosina St, Kangaroo Point 

This is Jonathan Sri.
He’s a good bloke.
I’m voting for him.
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horoscope

Wanda D’Parke

M
ARCH

YOUR 
ASS
TROLOGY

ARIES
Your brain is overflowing 
with how to social-distance 
well. Ensure you have a great 
internet connection and all of 
your online dreams will come 
true… within reason… don’t 
for one minute think that 
the Supermodel you’ve been 
lusting after will suddenly 
come knocking… but they 
may show up on your 
computer screen!!!

TAURUS
If you are ignorant are 
you blessed? Only with 
ignorance, my friend. Ignore 
those who laugh at your 
sense of style, or lack thereof. 
Also know that flashing lights 
and fireworks are a sign of 
good hope in the coming 
week… Truly they are… When 
you see flashing lights and 
fireworks, cheer up... trust 
me… I’m a Politician.

GEMINI
Although smiles can often 
be used as humorous ways 
to compare something that 
is banal to something that 
is funny, you are neither 
cunning nor ‘weasel-like’. It 
would therefore be best if 
you left the comedy to the 
comedians… like me… well 
look at me… I am hilarious 
just to look at, and get funnier 
with every drink.

CANCER
Now that your bowel 
problems have been 
addressed, it is time to 
focus on the future what will 
include a ‘new normal’. The 
way forward can sometimes 
be the way backwards this 
week. So, mind your step, as 
this will become particularly 
apparent when you are next 
out and about fighting to the 
death over toilet paper.

LEO
This week might you 
needing to draw attention to 
yourself (nothing new there), 
We’re happy to recommend 
sharing nude pics to 
random strangers online. 
(By random strangers, I 
don’t mean actual random 
strangers – that would be 
illegal. But think of me as 
your random stranger. And 
forgive me if I occasionally 
giggle.

VIRGO
Laminated wallpaper is a 
great way to turn your walls 
into washable, wipeable 
blank canvasses. Your 
guides tell me that your 
future life should be more 
like laminated wallpaper. 
Wipe the slate clean and 
start again; clean out your 
proverbial closet. Get rid of 
any dead weight in your life. 
Then you can breathe and 
move on.

LIBRA
Your guides are telling me 
something about ‘mouldy 
coffee cups’ and your 
struggle with your sexuality 
being likened to a ‘lizard 
trying on a leotard’… I say 
simply reach for the Gin 
or Vodka, and party the 
crap out of the next few 
days. Gina and Vodka for 
medicinal purposes only of 
course, never recreational.

SCORPIO
Don’t let others stifle your 
creativity. This does not 
only apply to the Arts. It 
applies to all aspects of your 
life. Remain the amazing 
wonderful, theatrical, and 
creative person you are. Your 
future brings new creative 
opportunities to your door, 
so make sure you have new 
batteries in your doorbell, 
and turn the volume up.

SAGITTARIUS
Wake up, wash your face, 
change your underwear. 
Your life needs a new start-
up routine for the day. So, 
get a regular routine in play, 
and make every day yours. 
Life is too short and, given 
that you live and breathe life 
like no other, take the lead, 
grab your friends by their 
hands, and take them on this 
journey with you.

CAPRICORN
Destiny is more a buzz-word 
than something you will ever 
have to think about. It may 
seem unrelated to your day so 
far but remember… the world 
loves bitches and bastards!! 
So just keep on being you. 
You have this whole Bitch 
AND Bastard thing covered. 
Or, if you prefer, I will allow 
you to choose one or the 
other.

AQUARIUS
Given that I am a controlling-
horoscope-monster-robot-
mistress, I wish you luck for 
the future, particularly when 
the revolution comes… isn’t 
there one coming??... that’s 
the memo I got yesterday. If 
no revolution comes, then 
think of me as a controlling-
horoscope-monster-robot-
mistress-liar… Soz in 
advance.

PISCES
Skeletons in your closet are 
not a bad thing. They are a 
sign of an eventful life, with 
ups and downs, and they are 
nothing to be embarrassed 
about. See, you ARE human 
and normal after all. With 
this in mind, go and find a 
few more skeletons for your 
closet. Then you can fill more 
pages when you write your 
tell-all.
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MASSEY

facebook.com/trinamasseygreens

Tell Morrison and the LNP: 

Don’t enshrine LGBTIQ+ discrimination into law

Access to the arts is an essential part of a good life and a healthy society.  

The Greens believe in a future where Brisbane’s cultural events and institutions  

are nurtured and supported to thrive. 

We believe we can and should have a city where 

getting around is cheap, convenient and 

sustainable for everyone. 

trina.massey@qld.greens.org.au

Ensure inner city developments prioritise public and green space 

Free offpeak public transport 

Separated cycleways to ease traffic 

Revitalise the daytime economy of Fortitude Valley 

Bring participatory democracy to Council

Kill the Bill

Double Funding for Festivals, 

Events & Cultural Organisations

Free Off-Peak Buses & Ferries 

For Everyone
CONNECT ON FACEBOOK CONNECT BY EMAIL

TRINA

Authorised by K Carra for The Greens, 52 Douglas Street Milton, Brisbane. - AN 2020/0246

employment

A PANDEMIC IS NO EXCUSE FOR 
UNFAIR DISMISSAL

“There are laws regarding standing employees down. The 
law does allow an employer to take annual or other forms 
of leave under some awards and enterprise agreements 
in certain circumstances.

“The request would need to be reasonable and the 
employer would need to give the employee advance notice.
“Under other awards and agreements, the employer can 
invite employees to take either accrued leave or time off 
without pay.
“Where an employee can perform their duties remotely, 
an employer might also invite the employee to work from 
home.

“In the current situation employers need to consider the 
needs of their employees as well as that of their business 
and treat and stand down or dismissal in accordance with 
the law. 
“The pandemic does not give them excuse to flout 
workplace laws and employees can still take action on 
unfair dismissals.
“If you think your boss may have treated you unfairly 
because of the pandemic contact us at IR Claims.”

irclaims.com.au
1800FORKED
1800367533

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAS HAD A MAJOR IMPACT ON AUSTRALIAN WORKERS. MANY HAVE BEEN STOOD DOWN, OTHERS ARE 
NOW REQUIRED TO WORK FROM HOME WHILE SOME NOW WORK REDUCED HOURS. MILES HEFFERNAN FROM IR CLAIMS SAYS 

THAT EVEN IN THE MIDST OF A PANDEMIC, EMPLOYERS MUST TREAT THEIR EMPLOYERS LAWFULLY.



Judi
Jabour 
FOR CENTRAL WARD

AUTHORISED BY
Julie Ann Campbell, Australian Labor Party (Queensland Branch), 16 Peel Street, South Brisbane, QLD 4104.

A strong voice for us. Contact me on:
0491 613 609
judi.jabour@queenslandlabor.org
facebook.com/Judi.Jabour4Central

We’ll be back after 
COVID-19



Not produced at ratepayers’ expense. Authorised by L Folo  66 - 68 Bowen Street, Spring Hill, Brisbane QLD 4000

Cr VICKI

COUNCILLOR FOR CENTRAL WARD

 9 Funding for Brisbane Pride Festival
 9 Inclusive Brisbane Board
 9 Rainbow Glider

HOWARD

MANAGING AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST 
COUNCIL TAKES EXPERIENCE.
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I HAVE BEEN ASKED TO WRITE ABOUT RESILIENCE. MANY PEOPLE HAVE PRACTICED RESILIENCE FOR A LONG TIME. 
FOR OTHERS, ITS NEW OPTION. FOR SOME, IT MAY TAKE A WHILE TO ACTUALLY ACHIEVE. I THOUGHT I COULD GET 

PHILOSOPHICAL OR KEEP IT LIGHT. I CHOSE THE LATTER.

Words: Shelly Argent

RESILIENCE — REAL 
OR OVERRATED

Resilience means knowing how to cope in spite of setbacks, 
barriers or limited resources and now is a time to learn 
how to be resilient in a way most Australians would have 
never experienced. 

An old song is about to become the new anthem ‘It’s the 
end of the world as we know it, but I feel fine’. But do we feel 
fine? My personal thoughts are that first we need to come 
to terms with new and unheard of restrictions. We are all 
on a huge learning curve. No more parties, no more trivia 
at Sporties, no more fun at the Wickham or other venues, 
at least for a while. 
But, we all know that LGBTIQ people are resilient because 
they went through the AIDS epidemic and came out stronger 
physically and emotionally.
I feel it’s easy to say “just stay at home” because many 
have no income, no places to meet friends or just go out 
and people watch while having a coffee, unless it’s take 
away and that isn’t sexy. So I would suggest while at home 
everyone waxes and preens themselves, ready for the big 
party when this is over, because this is showing resilience 
and planning for the future.
Like many, I am used to being busy and now suddenly I am 
not. However, the more we comply with the restrictions, 
the sooner life will get back to normal. Furthermore we can 
all catch up on the sleep we have missed from previous 

partying. I know I am still tired from Mardi Gras 2020. 
Again, this is a great sign of resilience and very sensible.
We need to use this time to do things that cost zero dollars 
because dollars like hugs and kisses (and other activity) 
may be in short supply for most. 
When this pandemic is ended it will almost be time for 
Mardi Gras again, so plan for the after parties, what float 
you would like to be on, your outfit and where to stay. To me 
this is true resilience and planning for the future.
We need to look at the positives in life. We need to do our 
part to ensure the pandemic ends sooner rather than later. 
As a minority, the LGBTIQ community has seen tough times 
in many ways that the majority of Australians have not 
experienced. 
We all know what’s right and wrong even when Scotty from 
Marketing, gives us conflicting messages on a daily basis. 
But as a friend, please stay safe, don’t take unnecessary 
risks and when this insanity is over, we can all look back 
and say we were resilient. We will all have learned about 
our inner strength. 
There will be hardship and loneliness for some but being 
resilient will get us through these times. We have done it 
before and we can do it again.
But most importantly, be strong, get fit at home which costs 
nothing, clean like you have never cleaned before and most 
importantly be kind to yourself. 

looking forward
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